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The Marin County Sheriff’s Office is among
four California police departments that have been
found lacking in their use of automated license
plate readers by California Auditor Elaine Howle.
In a review releasedThursday,Howlewrote that

the agencies have failed to fully implement a 2016
state law designed to protect privacy.
The readers photograph drivers’ license plates

at various points throughout a police department’s
jurisdiction. The department then stores that in-
formation and uses it to find stolen cars, people
wanted for crimes or to seek out witnesses and
missing persons.
The audit found Fresno and Marin share data

from their automated license plate readers (AL-
PRs) with hundreds of entities while Sacramento
shares its datawithmore than a thousand entities
across the country. Auditors foundno evidence the
agencies always knowwhowas accessing the data.
“We are concerned that unless an agency con-

ducts verifying research, it will not know who is
actually using the ALPR images and for what pur-
pose,” the auditors wrote.
A statement released by the sheriff’s office

Wednesday said, “The Marin County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is appreciative of the work done by the Cali-
fornia State Auditor’s Office in relation to the au-
dit of the ALPR system.We have taken the recom-
mendations by them into consideration.”
Marin County Deputy Counsel Kerry Gerchow

said the sheriff’s department uses a third-party
vendor to manage its software, and that vendor
shares the information with law enforcement
agencies that have been approved by the FBI.
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The Board of Supervisors on Tuesday approved
the “Marin County Suicide Prevention Strategic
Plan,” a document that details revealing statistics
along with potential ways to reduce county’s sui-
cide rate.
“Marin residents face the highest rates of sui-

cide among all Bay Area counties,” Dr. Jei Africa,
Marin County’s director of behavioral health, told
supervisors Tuesday. “And certain groups are dis-
proportionately affected by suicidal thoughts and
behaviors, including adultmen, youth, LGBTQ res-
idents, people of color and veterans.”
Marin not only has the highest suicide rate in

the Bay Area, it has the highest rate among all
metropolitan counties in California, according to
the plan. Between 2015 and 2017, 14.1 people per
100,000died of suicide inMarinCounty,well above
the state average of 10.7 during the same period.
The report notes the role of the Golden Gate

Bridge, which draws people from outside the
county for suicidal jumps.
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China is reporting 254new
deaths, a spike in virus cases of
more than 15,000, after it ap-
plied a new system. PAGEA12
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Attorney General William Barr
said that the president’s tweets
“make it impossible for me to do
my job.” PAGEA6
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Driven by weeks of un-
usually dry weather, the
federal government on
Thursday classified parts
of California as back in a
drought for the first time
since last year.
Altogether, 9.5% of the

state’s land area is now in
a moderate drought, with
forecasts showing no rain
in most of the state for at
least the next 10 days. The
area classified as being in
moderate drought Thurs-

day was in the Central
Valley, covering roughly
10 million acres from Tu-
olumne County to Kern
County.
That’s themost sinceFeb.

12, 2019, when 10.5% of Cal-
ifornia’s land area also was
in a moderate drought, ac-
cording to theU.S. Drought
Monitor, a weekly report
put out by theNationalOce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture
and the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln.
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Drought conditions returning to state

SHERRY LAVARS — MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL

A woman tries to stay dry during a downpour in downtown San
Rafael in November.
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More than 700 condemned
inmates on death row at San
Quentin State Prison soon
will have a chance to trans-
fer to one of eight state pris-
ons, a move a former district
attorney termed “a slap to the
face” of victims.
The voluntary transfers

from the all-male death row
to other high-security pris-
ons could benefit condemned
inmates not only with more
freedom and a change of
scenery, but provide an op-
portunity to participate in
rehabilitation and work pro-
grams. That may sound like
another in a series of steps
California lawmakers and
voters have taken in recent
years to reduce criminal
penalties. But it actually was
part of a ballot initiative vot-

ers narrowly approved four
years ago to try to speed up
executions.
The state hasn’t executed

anyone since 2006 but voters
have continued to back the
deathpenalty evenas they re-
duced many drug and prop-
erty crimes from felonies to
misdemeanors and allowed
for the earlier parole of thou-
sands of inmates.
Former San Bernardino

District Attorney Mike Ra-
mos, co-chairman of the
Proposition 66 committee
that backed the 2016 initia-
tive, said this isn’t what vot-
ers intended when 51% fa-
vored quicker executions by
assigning more lawyers to
death sentence appeals and
shifting some appeals to trial
court judges.
Democratic Gov. Gavin

Newsom imposed a morato-
riumwhen he took office last

year that he said would last
as long as he is in office.
Victims’ families “suffer

every day,” Ramos said. “Now
to say that this murderer is
going to be allowed to go to
a rehabilitation programand
be treated like any other low-
grade inmate is a slap to the

face.”
Criminal Justice Le-

gal Foundation legal direc-
tor Kent Scheidegger, who
helped write Proposition 66,
said proponents didn’t in-
tend to coddle condemned
inmates.
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Condemned inmates get
chance to leave death row

Assemblyman Marc Levine, D-San Rafael, is lobbying
legislators to put a new measure on the November ballot
asking voters to end capital punishment.
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An inmate walks along the east block of death row at San Quentin State Prison. A program required by the passage of a
2016ballot initiative will allow some condemned inmates to transfer to other high security prisons.
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